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 Addressing system

 Postcode system

 Address and postcode management

 Conclusion
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 Definition of Address (주소, 住所)

 The place where a person lives, an institution, a company, etc. is represented in the 
administrative district. [2]

 However, it was also used to express the land in terms of taxation

4[2] https://hanja.dict.naver.com/hanja?q=%E4%BD%8F

 Type of addressing system

 Lot number address 

– Assigns number to land after dividing a whole into several small size

– Merging and splitting of land happens change over time

 Road name address 

– Assigns number to house after building it on land

– Extends or dismantles building happens with time flow

– Used in most countries around the world

住所 주소
Person

Candle stick Door
Ax

Person lives Place/House

https://hanja.dict.naver.com/hanja?q=%E4%BD%8F
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 Problem of previous addressing system in Korea [3]

 Lot number address 

– Rapid economic growth leads to explosive land transactions until the 1980s

– Land changes its shape by merging or splitting part of it several times

– By doing so, searching address in lot number address was difficult

5[3] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2016.

Lot number address is
disordered and complex..

Gajeong-dong 35-9
How do I find it?
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 New Addressing System in Korea

 Road name address [1]

– All the roads and streets are assigned to identify names

– Buildings are assigned as building numbers on a regular basis by road name

 Basic address scheme

6

Korea
(KOR)

Korea
(KOR)

Daejeon-si
(Metro level)

Daejeon-si
(Metro level)

Yuseong-gu
(city level)

Road name

Building number

[Administrative district name section] [Road name section]+

[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.
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7[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.
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8[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.
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9[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.

[**]
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• -dong stands for sequential number of buildings in block. (synonym is wing)

[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.
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• -cheung stands for floor.

[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.
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12[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.



Addressing system and postcode in Korea

Postal & Logistics ICT Research Section
218 Gajeong-ro, Yuseong-gu,  Daejeon, 34219, Korea (KOR)

1st Myanmar-Korea ICT Collaboration Conference & Exhibition  (M+K ICCE 2019) 

[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019. 13
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[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.
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[A]

[B]

• [A] Road name [B] Building number

[A]

[A]

[B]
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[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019. 15
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[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.
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(A) (B)

[A] 5th building of 7th apartment complex (block)
[B] 11th floor, 4th house (main entrance)
[C] Abbreviation of “705-dong 1104-ho”
[D] 3rd floor

(D)

(C)

[E] When ‘-si’ exists in the highest level, it can be omitted  (Ex) Seoul-si → Seoul

(E)
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17[1] ____, “Introduction Road Name Address“, Ministry of the Interior and Safety, 2019.

Road name sign on the roadBuilding number sign in front of building
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https://www.juso.go.kr/statis/statisMain.do

Number of road name address Number of road name

Total :

daero:
ro :

gil :

As of June 30th, 2019

18

https://www.juso.go.kr/statis/statisMain.do
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 Postal service (Mail, 우편, 郵便)

 Sending mail or other goods to the country 
or the world under the jurisdiction of the 
government

20

• http://www.koreapost.go.kr/postmuseum/index.do

• https://ko.dict.naver.com/#/entry/koko/62f2a8736cd442918cf8e8cd37e8782b

 History of Korea Post

 Open Postal office(우정총국, 郵政總局) in Korea : April 22nd 1884

 Introduction to Postcode (5 digit) : July 1st 1970

 Amendment of Postcode : February 1988 (6 digit), May 2000 (Ext. 6 digit)

 New version of Postcode : August 2015 (5 digit)

郵便 우편
Logistic

Villages ConveniencePeople

http://www.koreapost.go.kr/postmuseum/index.do
https://ko.dict.naver.com/#/entry/koko/62f2a8736cd442918cf8e8cd37e8782b
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• in sharing statistics on block because of 

lack of common rules

Cause difficulty

• Limitation due to broad basic 

administration service areas

Low information utilization

• Increasement owing to frequent changes in 

administrative sectors

Adjustment-related cost

Problem Different systems are used 
in many government department

Administration

Fire Department

Police Area

School region

Postal section

21



Addressing system and postcode in Korea

Postal & Logistics ICT Research Section
218 Gajeong-ro, Yuseong-gu,  Daejeon, 34219, Korea (KOR)

1st Myanmar-Korea ICT Collaboration Conference & Exhibition  (M+K ICCE 2019) 

National basic area system

Basic area

si/do

Postal
service

Police Fire dept.

School Statistics

Si/gun/gu

dong

Solution National basic area system 
by MOIS on Dec. 2012

• Division of the nation into minimal district 

areas

• Based on both geographical layouts and 

administrative boundaries

• Approximately 34,443 (01000~63643)

Assignment rule

• Provide a common district area unit for 

public and private sectors

Profit

• MOIS : Ministry of the Interior and Safety

22
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 Assignment rule

Item Contents

Method
• From “NORTH’ to ‘SOUTH’
• Snake route

Definition
• Smaller area than district area (-Eup/-Myeon) 

based on below criteria

Criteria
• Population of resident and employee
• Rate of buildings by usage

Code
• National basic area code (means the number 

assigned to each basic area)

Postcode scheme

Seq. No-Si/do
(Metropolitan)

-Si/gun/gu
(City)

https://www.juso.go.kr/statis/statisMain.do

SL

IC

GW

GG

CB

CN
SJ

GB

DJ

JB

GJ

JN

JJ

DG

GN

US

BS

23

https://www.juso.go.kr/statis/statisMain.do
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Si/do First 3 digits Si/do First 3 digits Si/do First 3 digits

Seoul 010~089 Gyeonggi 100~187 Incheon 210~231

Gangwon 240~265 Chungbuk 270~291 Sejong 300~301

Chungnam 310~336 Daejeon 340~354 Gyeongbuk 360~402

Daegu 410~430 Ulsan 440~451 Busan 460~495

Gyeongnam 500~533 Jeonbuk 540~564 Jeonnam 570~598

Gwangju 610~624 Jeju 630~636 - -

 National basic area (code table)

24
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 Road name address in Latin-English on postal envelope

25

Line Content

1 Name Mandatory

2 Department name‘,’ Organization name Optional

3 Detailed address ‘(‘ Reference items ‘)’ or P.O.Box Optional

4 Building number ‘,’ Road name ‘,’ District name Mandatory

5 SEOUL Postcode Rep. of KOREA Mandatory

Line Content

1 Mr. Gil Dong HONG

3 131-dong 1001-ho (Eoeun-dong, Hanbit Apt.)

4 57, Eoeun-ro, Yuseong-gu, Daejeon

5 SEOUL 34140 Rep. of KOREA

[Example]

• P.O.Box : Post-office Box
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 MOIS (Government department)

 Legislates law and design architecture of executing system

 Reviews and distributes road name address data files (monthly)

 Municipalities (Self-governing communities)

 Assign both road name address and national basic area code

 Reporting and sending data to the government

 Korea Post (Government department under MOIT)

 Downloads road name address data, and manages delivery point database and so on

27• MOIT : Ministry of Science and ICT
• CRM : Customer relationship management

… …

Assign,
Update,
Reporting…

data

Assign,
Update,
Reporting…

Assign,
Update,
Reporting…

Assign,
Update,
Reporting…

data data data

law

Distribution

Delivery point data data

Agencies & EnterprisesAgencies & EnterprisesCRM data
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 Searching road name address service

 Online service site : http://www.juso.go.kr/openEngPage.do

28

http://www.juso.go.kr/openEngPage.do
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Controller call
OPEN API call

Output result
Return XML or JSON

[Customer’s site]

Request

Response

Searching API

Searching Result
XML or JSON 

type

 Web service for developer

 Open API for searching road name address

 Service site : http://www.juso.go.kr/addrlink/devAddrLinkRequestGuide.do?menu=engRoadApi

 Sample data

Gajeong-ro

• API : Application Programming Interface
• JSP : Java Server Page, XML : Extensible Markup Language, JSON : JavaScript Object Notation

http://www.juso.go.kr/addrlink/devAddrLinkRequestGuide.do?menu=engRoadApi
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 Searching postcode service 

 Online service site : www.epost.go.kr (Searching postcode for address)

 Offline service S/W : Zipbook.exe (Searching and Assigning postcode to address)

 English service site : https://www.epost.go.kr/main/eng/roadAreaCdEng.retrieveRdEngAreaCdList.comm

30

[Online service site] [Offline service S/W] [English service site]

http://www.epost.go.kr/
https://www.epost.go.kr/main/eng/roadAreaCdEng.retrieveRdEngAreaCdList.comm
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 Downloading postcode file service

 Online service site

– https://www.epost.go.kr/search/zipcode/areacdAddressDown.jsp

 Information

– File type : Text (CSV, vertical bar separated)

– File name : zipcode_DB.zip 

– File Size (MB) : 105.7 MB (compressed)

– Number of file : 17 (uncompressed)

(group by metropolitan (si/do) level)

– Record number : 6.27 million records

– Contents : Postcode and road name address

 Usage

– For enterprise (CRM related service)

31

[Download zipcode_DB (Korean version)]
• CSV : Comma separated value
• DB : Database
• CRM : Customer relationship management

https://www.epost.go.kr/search/zipcode/areacdAddressDown.jsp
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 Address 

 A tool to represent the location of person lives

– The road name address launched in Korea from January 2014

– The road name address consists of road name, building number and district name

 Postcode

 Help users to search address and assist automatic mail processing

– New postcode system has been launched from August 2015 in Korea

– It is used in receipt job at post office and sorting task at mail center

– The official online site of Korea Post(epost) supports the searching postcode S/W

33
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